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T. Rodgers -- 1942 203A 


Itinerary 


sacramento Valley trip, Mar. 6, 7, 8, 9. 
(Written Mar. 10, in Berkeley) 


Walter Dalquest, Sherburne Cook, Jr., and I 
left Berkeley at 5:30 a.m., in the Reo truck belong- 
ing to MVZ. We picked up Phillip Merritt at his home 
in Lafayette, 


At Dry Creek, 6 mi. N Lodi, we collected all our 
specimens under planks, boards, chunks of wood and 
large timbers along the road that leads into a farm 
on the west side of highway 99 and the north side of 


Dry Creek (not now dry). The ground under the objects 


was porus and damp -~ obviously had not been flooded. 
The land is at least 12 feet above the bottom of the 
creek. 


At Arno, we collected along the R.R. track from 
the R.R. sign "Arno," to about 1/2 mi. S. We rolled 
over granite boulders that were placed along the fill 
on which the R.R. was built. The country was flooded 
on both sides of the tracks and conditions under all 
except a few of the highest rocks were certainly 
indicative of recent flooding. No skinks were found; 
only Sceloporus and one Coluber constrictor. 


Most of the specimens taken at the place called 
"] mi. W Michigan Bar" were taken on the hillside 
on the north side of the Cosumnes River, just across 
a bridge from a place called Bridge House. Some 
were taken about 1/2 mile west of there on both sides 
of the road. 


"10 mi. WSW Plymouth" specimens were taken on a 
south-facing hillside north of the road (highway 16). 


As we traveled NE from Wheatland, we found 
rocks to turn over but did not find skinks until we 
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T. Rodgers -- 1942 203B 


Itinerary 


were 9 mi. out the road, elev. 300 feet, we had not 
yet reached the blue oaks. At 12 mi. NE, we were in 
blue-oak country. 


Northeast of Smartsville, we stopped several 
places and found many rocks to turn over, but found 
no skinks, very few Sceloporus and noted very few 
centipedes, millipedes and other invertebrates that 
had been so common in places where skinks were found. 
The ground was a red soil that had formed by weathering 
of the basalt rocks, Although the country is high and 
well drained, conditions under most of the rocks were 
as barren as if the country had been flooded. At 5 mi. 
SW Bridgeport, in such country as this, a skink was 
collected by Sherburne Cook. It was found about 1 
foot under the ground, under a rock. 


At 4 mi. SSW French Corral the soil is lighter 
and not red. The two skinks collected there (one 
by Dalauest and one by Rodgers) were found under 
rocks that had been piled about two deep near the base 
of a fence. 


On the north side of the Yuba River, we collected 
on a hillside about 200 yds.NW of the bridge on 
highway 20. In about 40 minutes, 4 of us together 
had about 10 skinks. These were obviously skiltonianus 
since some were heavy-headed obviously mature indi- 
viduals, yet much smaller than mature gilberti, and 
with sharply defined color pattern and blue tail. 
They were more active than gilberti found earlier 
in the day and on the day before. 


On the north side of Marysville Buttes, we 
camped about 1/2 mile up the canyon from the ranch 
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T, Rodgers -- 1942. 203C 


Itinerary 


Sacramento Valley trip, Mar. 6, 7, 8, 9. 
NN 


house, on the J. Ce Myer ranch. The east-facing 
Slope there is strewn with blue oaks and boulders. 
The ground under them was moist and porous. About 
17 skinks, all skiltonianus, were collected there. 
We also found skinks under rocks on the south side 
of Marysville Buttes. 


As we got into the hills west of Fruto, we 
found shale and sandstone outcrops neither of which 
produced enough talus to convince us that collecting 
was worth while. ‘“e stopped at several sandstone 
ledges and turned over what talus there was, but 
with no success. Finally, at a point 9 mi. S 
Elk Creek we met with success. Merritt had left 
us at Marysville after collecting on the Buttes, 
and Dalquest, Cook, and I were alone. We stopped 
to investigate a sandstone ledge. Dalquest and 
I were starting to leave when Cook pulled a piece 
out of the ledge and found a skink. We got a pick 
and pulled more pieces out of the ledge, finding 6 
more. Dalquest and I each found 1 and Cook found ¢. 


We drove straight through from there to Arbuckle, 
where we made camp at the edge of the wide gravelly 
wash of Sand Creek, 5 miles west of the town. As 
we made camp, many birds were going to roost in the 
trees around. In the morning we identified most of 
them as Lark Sparrows, Horned Owls hooted all night. 
We collected Hyla regilla and one Hana boylii in some 
small pools near camp. 


On the morning of the ninth, we drove west 
about 6 miles looking for a place to collect skinks 
but the only outerops were shale that produced such 
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Sacramento Valley trip, Mar. 6, 7, 8, 9. 


fine talus that it would not furnish cover for 
skinks. We turned west again, and at Arbuckle, 

we turned south to search the floor of the valley for 
skinks. We spent the rest of the day looking under 
lumber and debris around abandoned and occupied 

ranch yards. ‘ve found an abundance of apparently 
suitable habitat, all the associated animals, 
well-drained porous soil, but no skinks. We feel 
fairly safe in assuming that skiltonianus has not 
extended its range onto the floor of the valley in 
the southern part of the western side of the Sacramento 
Valley. 


We crossed the Sacramento River at Rio Vista, 
the San Joaquin River at the Antioch Bridge, drove 
southeast through Brentwood and up Marsh Creek. 

We made a stop 5 mi. SE Clayton, where Dalquest 
collected a Diadophis and a Lampropeltis and Cook 
collected a Pituophis. We arrived in Berkeley — 
about 7:00 pem. 
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Vv July &, 6 eggs were laid in one nest. August 16, I 


_ began to notice that the eggs were more moist than could be 


accounted for by the moisture added to the vivarium. One by 
one the eggs appeared very wet, and covered with dirt. They 
shriveled and mold grew on them. August 22, all the eggs of 
this nest were spoiled. These eggs were in the nest a total 
of 39-45 days. 


ww July ll, one egg was laid. September 15, it disappeared. 
I killed the parent, opened her stomach end found the egg. 
The embryo was partly spoiled. . It was in the nest 65 days. 


July 15+, 5 eggs were laid. eptember 16, one egg was 
found wet and shriveled. One by one others appeared wet and 
shriveled, and the parent appeared to have lost interest in 
the nest. One or two of the eggs were several times found 
partly coverec with dirt. On September 21, I opened all the 
eges (only one still appeared normal, end one was shrunken 
and dried) under water. The embryos in the three eggs that 
were least shriveled appeared to be in good condition and 
nearly to hatching size, but no heart beat or flow of blood 
could be detected. These eggs were in the nest 62-67 days. 


» I suspect that after waiting long past the time the eggs 


should normally hatch, the parents destroy them by biting and 
breaking them or by eating them. 
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Pituophis ea 
June 21, 1940 Mus, ewe Zool., Univ. Calif., Berkels yy Calif, 


eeenet brea Lt fray Celta bo ert | 
specimen brought oe nw. from Bi++esrest—BRiyex, Mont 


by Ward Ce Russell, Part of accession number 6254, A 


arge adult snake. 
Ground color of head. Porsally, between Sulnhine Yellow ) 
and Citrine (P) [Y, 21 §)3 ventrally between white and 
ivory Yellow (wearer white) (Pl XXX, 21" g). 


Markings on head very dark brown, appearing black except 
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at edges of some of the marks, 


Dorsal blotches - Anterior 5*blacks farther back they | 
have brown centers. S8th., Bfussels Brown (Pl III, 15 m)e i) 
Farther back the black borders are repddced by fragmentary | | 
darker borders, Center of 16th, blotch, Dresden Brown (Pl | 
(Vv, 17" k). Farther back, brown becomes redderz 30th. } 
Hlotwh, Cinnamon Brown (Pl XV 15' k). Darker farther |] 
packs 4ond. darker than Vandyke Brown (Pl XXVII 11' m), the | 
then blending to black on tail. 
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iris, Martius Yellow posteriorly and other places except 
in the area shaded in 48 the diagram. 


Ihe crescent-shaped mark is darker than | | 
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ends and edges of the dark crescent are 
eddish, tho the red and brown arenot well defined. 
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